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Lesson 15

Relationship to Our Communities
In the last lesson, we looked at the Christian’s responsibility to the local church. In this lesson, we 
want to consider the Christian’s responsibilities to the communities in which they live. This can be 
a bit more difficult to define, as we often will have moments in which we have to make judgments 
about what to do in any given situation. A good place to start our study is with the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. This account gives us quite a bit of insight as to God’s perspective of our relation-
ship to our communities.

The Good Samaritan
In Luke 10, a lawyer came to Jesus to test Him. He asked the question:  “What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” (vs. 25).  Interestingly enough when Jesus asked the man what the law had to say 
about the matter, he was able to produce the correct answer:

So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” (Luke 10:27)

But when Jesus told him to go and do just what he had said, the man “wanting to justify himself” 
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” (vs. 29). This question gets to the crux of the matter. In 
the last lesson, we were looking at the principle of loving one’s neighbor as one’s self, and we spent 
a good bit of time discussing the applications of how that is put into practice with other Christians. 
Now we want to see how loving one’s neighbor as one’s self is put into practice in the community 
around us. 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and 
said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him 
of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest 
came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when 
he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, 
as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them 
to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come 
again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
(Luke 10:29–37)

In Jesus’ parable, there were two men who would be expected to show mercy on someone in dire 
circumstances. The first was a priest, who was supposed to be a servant of God of the highest 
order. He knew the law, and should know how to apply it. And yet, his response to seeing one in 
need was to pass on by him on the other side of the road. The second man who came was a Lev-
ite. While not a priest, he was one who was of the priestly tribe, and could serve in the temple. He 
should have known what God’s expectations were, and yet he too passed by on the other side of 
the road. Finally, along came a Samaritan, a man whom all would look down upon because of his her-
itage. It was not uncommon for Samaritans to be treated as no better than dogs! And yet, when he 
saw this man in great need, “he had compassion.” He did all that he could to help the man, starting 
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with his immediate needs and then making preparations for his needs that would come up in the 
future. When Jesus asked the lawyer which of these three was “neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves” he was able to answer correctly:  “He who showed mercy on him.” 

Jesus’ parable served to expound on the Old Testament instructions. Most likely, throughout time, 
many had done just as this lawyer did. They had questioned the teaching based on the definition of 
“neighbor”, and knowing the Jews and their establishing of traditions, it would not be surprising if 
they minimized this concept to the point that it had very little application. But, Jesus, through His 
teaching showed that God’s expectation of what makes one a neighbor is far broader than what 
man would choose for himself. Neighbor does not mean the same as friend. It also does not mean 
someone who lives next door, or close by. What we see in Jesus’ parable is that neighbor is one 
who sees an opportunity to serve, and does so! 

So, how can we serve others in our communities? What types of things has God given to us to do 
for those around us? It is important to point out as we begin looking at these applications, that 
these are expectations for us as individuals. We are not looking at what God has given to the church 
as a body to accomplish in the community. We cannot lay these responsibilities off on the local 
body, freeing us of our responsibilities! We, as individuals, are to serve our neighbors!

Preach the Gospel
The first responsibility we have to our community is to preach the gospel. It is interesting that 
when the church started in Jerusalem, the Christians remained in that city until persecution began 
to drive them out. Luke, as he records the history of that process, shows us what the priority of 
Christians was as they left Jerusalem to escape that persecution:

Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except 
the apostles. (Acts 8:1)

Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. (Acts 8:4)

These Christians, even under the duress of persecution, went out preaching the word of God. Luke 
recorded some of the work of Philip in the verses that followed these statements, showing that the 
Christians leaving Jerusalem worked diligently to spread the word of God wherever they went. They 
did not go out trying to make everyone like them by giving away free stuff! We will see that serving 
others in different ways is a part of the Christian life, and should be done. But, emphasis in the first 
century was clearly on the practice of preaching the gospel message. 

It has become popular in today’s society to begin the relationship with those outside the body with 
some kind of benevolent work. In fact, the catch phrase has developed, “People don’t care how 
much you know, until they know how much you care!” This has been used to encourage the practice 
of fulfilling secular or physical needs before introducing the gospel. Some have even misconstrued 
what the first century Christians were doing to justify these actions. For example, in Acts 8, they 
will point out that Philip was working miracles among the people! He was showing his compassion on 
them, and providing what they needed physically. This is what caused them to accept the word he 
then preached! 

This explanation misses the point of the first century miracles. Luke tells us that Philip “went down 
to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them” (vs. 5). He then worked miracles to confirm 
the word that was being preached (vs. 6). The miracles were not performed merely because some-
one was sick, and Philip wanted to serve by healing. He worked miracles to confirm that the word 
that he was proclaiming was true, and so that the people could have confidence in it. On occasion, 
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miracles would be performed before the word was preached. For example, in Acts 3, Peter and John 
healed the lame man that was laying at the gate to the temple. When we look at that context, it 
is clear that their actions were to draw the attention of the people that were present so that they 
could preach the word to them. It was a confirmation of the word that they were about to preach!

As we follow the journeys of Paul throughout the book of Acts, it is evident that he put an empha-
sis on preaching and teaching God’s word. He did not go into each new city and set up a place for 
the hungry to get food. He did not start a “healing booth” to draw people into him so he could then 
switch over to preaching the gospel. He went into places where he could immediately meet people 
and start talking to them about the gospel. 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where 
there was a synagogue of the Jews. Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three 
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had 
to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 
And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the 
leading women, joined Paul and Silas. (Acts 17:1–4)

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the 
city was given over to idols. Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gen-
tile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. (Acts 17:16–17)

Paul’s primary responsibility was to preach the gospel to those who were a part of the communities 
he entered. Our responsibility is exactly the same. Jesus, as He was sending His disciples out did so 
with the instruction “preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15). Everything else was secondary to this main 
command. Again, this is the same instruction that we operate under. We are to go out preaching 
the word. Yes, there may be other responsibilities that we have, but they are serve as a supporting 
role for our primary objective:  preaching the gospel!

Helping the Downtrodden
The account of the Good Samaritan discussed earlier makes the point that one who is doing the will 
of God will help those who are in need. Under Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor as yourself” 
falls the need for us as disciples to help those who are less fortunate than ourselves. What is our 
responsibility to the poor of our community? And perhaps, with the invention of a lot of the tech-
nology we all hold, “community” is far bigger than at any other time in world history. 

Knowing how to respond to those in need can be very challenging. We have to make judgments on 
who to help and when. We are, after all, people of limited resources (even the very wealthy do not 
have infinite resources!). Therefore, we have to decide when and how to use the resources we have 
been blessed with. We should be using wisdom to make our choices, not mere emotional response. 

James wrote about Christians exercising the proper wisdom. He was writing in a different context, 
but the principles of applying wisdom are surely valuable for any circumstances we find ourselves in:

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done 
in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast 
and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 
For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace. (James 3:13–18)

Operating from envy and self seeking is evidence that we are not doing so from wisdom. So, while 
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we may be limited by financial resources in how we can help others, we should never let our atti-
tude be the barrier to service to others. Are we bitter and self-seeking? Such is probably reflected 
in the way that we think or talk about those who could use our help. Do we disparage others simply 
because they have less physical blessings that we have? Do we look down on those who are poor? 

Wisdom would seem to address our need to make sure we are not working to contribute directly to 
the sin of others. But even this comes down to a personal judgment for each person. For example, 
some may choose not to give money to the person begging on a street corner who is known to be 
an alcoholic. They may choose to find another way to be of help, such as taking them a warm meal 
on a cold day. While donating to charities does not relieve the Christian of all responsibilities, it can 
be another way that people in need are cared for in a way that helps them without directly provid-
ing for sinful activities they may struggle with.

Do Good
Broadening our view, perhaps the biblical instruction to “do good” is at the heart of the Christian 
responsibility to the community. We have already looked at the command to “love your neighbor 
as yourself” and some of what that entails. However, the command to “do good” is one that is 
prevalent throughout the New Testament, and helps us to understand our actions behind loving our 
neighbors. 

Paul wrote:

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household 
of faith. (Galatians 6:9–10)

We have an obligation to “do good to all.” Let’s consider a few passages that help us to see what 
this idea of doing good entails. Perhaps the greatest passage that gives us insight into this idea is 
found amongst Jesus’ teaching:

“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer 
the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. Give to 
everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. And just 
as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. “But if you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from 
whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to re-
ceive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be 
given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” (Luke 6:27–38)

Here, Jesus provides for us a list of things that are under the umbrella of “doing good.” Blessing 
those who curse us, and praying for those who would do bad things to us. Do not respond spitefully 
to even violent treatment. Share with those who have need, without expecting something in return. 
Treat others just the way you want them to treat you. Be merciful to others, remembering that God 
has been merciful to you. Do not judge others with unreasonable or ungodly judgments. Give!

Notice that Jesus’ teaching here is predicated on the command to “love your enemies”, not “love 
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your Neighbor.” This is interesting because as with the lawyer in Luke 10, people will try to figure 
out who the neighbor is and, presumably, how to limit that audience so that they do not have to do 
good for others. If people react that way to “neighbor” how are they going to react to “enemies”? 
Jesus made it clear in this context that treating people we like well, and doing good for them, is 
really no significant sacrifice. Even wicked people do that! We are set apart by doing good even to 
those who do not like us, and treat us poorly! This action will definitely set the Christian apart from 
those of the world. 

Consider a few more passages:

Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, 
to save life or to destroy?” And when He had looked around at them all, He said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. But they were filled 
with rage, and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:9–11)

The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord 
of all—that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after 
the baptism which John preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with Him. (Acts 10:36–38)

Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches 
but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. (1 Timothy 6:17–19)

Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 
giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is 
well pleased. (Hebrews 13:15–16)

Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin. (James 4:17)

Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as 
supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for 
the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men—as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of 
God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. Servants, be submissive to 
your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commend-
able, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what credit is it 
if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you 
take it patiently, this is commendable before God. (1 Peter 2:13–20)

For “He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from 
speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. For the 
eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the 
LORD is against those who do evil.” And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what 
is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid 
of their threats, nor be troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good 
conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than 
for doing evil. (1 Peter 3:10–17)

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, 
as to a faithful Creator. (1 Peter 4:19)
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All of these passages essentially convey the same idea Jesus’ Parable of the Good Samaritan. God 
expects us to “do good” to those around us. Fulfilling that command looks differently, depending on 
what might be needed by someone at the time. 

If we want to break down our responsibilities to the communities around us as simply as possible, 
God expects us to go out and preach the gospel, and do good. If we are concentrating on those 
things, we will be working diligently to fulfill our responsibilities!

Relationships...
One challenge we all face is the development of actual relationships with people in the world. Jesus 
made it clear that we are to be in the world, and yet not be of the world!

Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep 
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. While I was with 
them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them 
is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them 
Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from 
the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes 
I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. (John 17:11–19)

We are to be “in the world”, and yet make sure that we are not “of the world.” Our given responsi-
bilities make it imperative that we are in the world, among those who are in need of what we have 
to offer. How can we preach the gospel to those in the world if we are unwilling to be present with 
them? How can we do good for those who have needs, if we are not where we can see them and 
help? We cannot separate ourselves from the world, forming some kind of compound that keeps us 
isolated from the rest of the world. We must be “in the world”!

We cannot, however, be “of the world.” God wants us to be separate from the sinful practices and 
activities of those in the world. 

 O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open. You are not restricted by us, 
but you are restricted by your own affections. Now in return for the same (I speak as to children), 
you also be open. Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has 
Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the tem-
ple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them 
And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out from 
among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” “I 
will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” Therefore, 
having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 6:11–7:1)

God expects that we as Christians are going to be different, and therefore separate ourselves from, 
those who ungodly. We are not going to make the ungodly our close friends, because we know the 
danger of such, and we know that they will lead us astray. Paul wrote:

Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)

Surrounding ourselves with the wrong sort of people will have dire impact on our lives. If we are 
surrounding ourselves with those who are unconcerned about spiritual matters, who are living a life 
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of wickedness and debauchery, they will corrupt our good habits! We need to make good choices 
about who we make our closest companions. They will have a huge impact on our own actions, and 
our spiritual wellbeing. So, let’s choose friends that are going to help us achieve our intended goals. 
Let’s make our close companions those who can help us spiritually. 

Sometimes it may be difficult to make good judgments about how far being “in the world” goes 
before it becomes being “of the world”. Like many of the other issues we have discussed in this 
lesson, as well as this study as a whole, oftentimes the judgment comes down to the individual. 
However, even when we accept this, we have to realize that lines can be, and are crossed. We as 
Christians should rely upon our relationship with other Christians to help us to navigate the fine line 
that may exist here. Like every other aspect of our Christian lives, we do not want to be as close to 
the world as we can get, with hopes of not falling in! 

The more time we spend with those who share our faith and values, the more we will be encouraged 
to grow in our spiritual lives. When we choose to spend more time with the ungodly than with the 
godly, it says something about our own spiritual goals, and maturity. Those relationships are going 
to eat away at us, and corrupt us in ways we may not even recognize. We often believe we are 
being a good influence on the worldly that we associate with, when in fact, they are usually being a 
bad influence on us!

So, let’s focus ourselves on being “in the world, but not of the world”. We need to go out into the 
world and preach the gospel, and do Good...but we also need to make sure we are not becoming 
corrupted by the world. 
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Questions
1. How does the Parable of the Good Samaritan help us to understand our responsibilities to 

those in the community around us? 
 
 
 

2. What is the primary responsibility of Christians to the community around them?  
 
 
 

3. Jesus taught His disciples to love their neighbor, and to love their enemies. What does this 
look like in a practical sense? 
 
 
 

4. How can Christians help those who are in need? What concepts of wisdom should be 
employed? 
 
 
 

5. What does it mean to “do good”?  What are some practical applications of doing good in 
the communities around us? 
 
 
 

6. How are the things we have discussed in this lesson individual responsibilities? 
 
 
 

7. Who should Christians choose as their close friends and companions? Why?


